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Priorities  

• The key to effective communication and 
action is setting priorities  

• The practice of good data visualization is 
about setting priorities  

• When priorities are established then it 
strengthens the link between findings and 
actions.  



 





Importance  

Source: http://graphs.gapminder.org/world/ 



 

http://guns.periscopic.com/?year=2013 



It’s always a challenge to balance adding too 
much or too little data when visually 
representing information.  

 

The key is to prioritize your data elements and 
build a visual tool that reflects these priorities.  
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Where are the visual priorities here? 
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Planned 

Where are the visual priorities here? 

Enhance the priorities by providing helpful visual guides 



 

Source: Few, S. (2004). Show Me the Numbers. Oakland, CA: Analytics Press  
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Adding contextual information 



Source: Tufte, E. (2006). Beautiful Evidence. Cheshire, CT: Graphics Press. 
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Army Size

Encoding only two elements  

(Army Size & Temperature) 





 



Source: http://necsi.org/projects/mclemens/syshier.gif 
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Thank You 


